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These two new galleries in a Buddhist
temple in Tokyo needed to incorporate
the function of display to a space normal-
ly used for prayer--a fusion between the
worship and artistic appreciation.

The Light Gallery features the repeat
of the large rectangular frames. It is a
space for panel displays, tangible work
of art (such as Buddhist images to touch)
and installations of contemporary art.
Lighting equipment is contained at
one side of the rectangular frames to
create one-way procession, so that the rit-
ual direction of prayer emerges. Buddha
stands in front of the wall at the end of
the space. The wall shows a highlighted
spherical shape to erase perspective, cre-
ating an image of infinite expansion.

The Interaction Gallery is not only for
appreciators of the lotus position--the posi-
tion of cross-legged sitting--but also the
first gallery in the world with movable glass
showcases hung from the ceiling. Buddhist
images float in the interior with subdued
light by using delicate glass fiber and LED.
This movable hanging glass showcase sys-
tem makes it possible for the gallery to have
several exhibits of display, enabling three-
dimensional expressions of the meaningful
spatial idea represented by the Mandala.

Jury COMMENTS

This is a wonderful environment in which
to study light and sacred objects. Artifacts
are beautifully suspended in a way that
results in a sacred space. The extraordinary
use of light and shadow create a spiritual
ambiance. The character of the space creat-
ed opens an opportunity for personal rather
than communal reflection and meditation.
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